hollow shaft 12 each having slits 14, 24 or holes 34 for making 
the distal portion flexible. 



JP 7-2 8562 (U)^as filed on December 24, 19 9 3 in the name 
of Tr V niTTrrT-^-ihiiHhi V ir^Ka i and puiished on May 30, 1 9 95, The 
• 26 2 publ i cat ion has an abstract stating as follows. Aguidewire 
11 has a core 12 with itsdistal portion221 including a plurality 
of X-ray imaging members 16 spaced one from another by a 
predetermined distance. The core 12 has a swelled portion 30 
at its tip and is covered by a synthetic resin film 18. The above 
guidewire 11 is for improved visibility and is able to easily 
and safely pass a stenosis. 

I f you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
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Dear Mr. Crompton: 

According to your ™ .nvr^u, 

oE July ;S . ,.04 w. rjv..« P J^ a Ha 1 6U j 0 Ka b» Shi* i 
on December 13, 1991. 

■ - ^rcrtPd to a quidewire having 
The '067 publication d « d to • 9 ^ 

a rarher .olid P"""" 1 Vnto Jo portion., na.ely prtor 

:rrt r rr F "rr a r;rL «„. .—.io. .«... 

1 - 3) . 



Fig 



4 shows a conventional guidewire that has a solid 

j - i o a J er.:-:1 y v;c v. n - - - 



coll 4V has a proximal end welded to the end portion 41a. ih 
Ton has aLlted head 43 to which a tip of the P. 
4ia is bonded so as to prevent the coil 42 from excessi 
expansion. 

Fia 5 illustrates another typeof conventional guideline 
chat ha a solid body 51 and a distally tapered end portion 
' col 5 has a proximal end welded to the end port>on 

A con 52 na P cts the he ad S3 «itn 

coil 52. 



tiered end portion 1- 13 



Figs 



1 through 3 show the guidewires 11. 21. 31 with 
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